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Society. It was rewarded with the Red Banner as the best cell in
the district. " All the alphabet classes are taught by voluntary
teachers; 12-6 per cent of the second stage are taught by paid
teachers. These latter work in the most difficult and responsible
shops. On December 1st, 1934, there were 148 volunteer teachers
in the works.
" Great attention is now being paid to the quality of the work.
With this end in view, all the volunteer teachers are released from
other social duties. Not one of our volunteer teachers begins
work without having undergone a preparatory course with the
methods instructor. The course deals with (1) the aims and
problems of the schools for literacy; (2) syllabuses for Russian
and arithmetic; (3) fixing a standard for the various grades;
(4) how to make a preparatory report of attainment. Before
teaching is begun, the methods instructor discusses the syllabus
with the teacher and makes suggestions for methods. The
syllabus is divided up into weekly sections. Every teacher must
make notes of lessons. The illiterates attend classes twice a week
for two hours. The Red Putilov has paid methods instructors
and volunteer teachers with a university training " (from a
report on adult education, 1935).
Not every factory takes the question of literacy so seriously
as the Red Putilov. There are many where the work is very
unsatisfactory, but there is none where some work is not being
done with illiterates and semi-literates in order to fulfil the aim
of giving all adults by the end of 1937 an education equivalent
to four years' primary school.
The experience of a country district is equally interesting. The
Biisky District is to be found in Western Siberia. In accordance
with the plan of the Commissariat of Education, 1,200 semi-
literates had to be given an education equal to four years'
primary school. The work began with an enquiry into the
educational conditions existing. The result was interesting,
twenty-seven collective farms presenting the following picture.
There are 067 responsible members, leaders of brigades, direc-
tors, and members of the management. Out of that number, 66